
 
 

Interview Graham Preston : Black Becomes Him 
 
Photographer in Leeds, UK, Graham Preston is a great B&W enthusiast, through urban 
photos where architecture is very present. The chiaroscuro is its trademark and his credo : 
"Starting with black and then adding light"... Supporter of a new photographer group, AMPt, 
he tells us more about his passion of iphoneography 



 
 
First of all, tell us a little more about yourself : where do you live and what do you do 
for a living ? Are you a professional photographer or designer? 
I was born and bred in Leeds, a city in the North of England. I live here with my wife and two 
children. I am a graphic designer by trade and work for a large display printing company. I 
attended art college in the late 1980s and it is here I discovered my love for photography. 
Spending days in the darkroom, processing film and hand printing. After passing out of 
college I eventually began working for a professional photographic lab. I would spend my 
days surrounded by negatives and transparencies, retouching, slicing and gluing artwork 
together for the production of photo exhibitions and shop displays. 
At the beginning of the 1990s I first began to use the Apple Mac for design and artwork. But 
more importantly a program called Photoshop appeared and it gradually changed the way 
my industry operated forever. I became an experienced Mac based retoucher, working with 
advertising agencies, photographers and fashion retailers. I have always had some kind of 
camera hanging on my shoulder my pocket. My first camera being a trusty Olympus OM-1 
but my favorite camera was a pocket sized Yashica T4 point and shoot. At home I have 
boxes full of negs, slides and prints. All of which no longer see the light of day. 
In 2002 I bought my first digital camera and started recording family life. I could not help but 
to and be a little creative every now and again but nothing serious. My Flickr account has 
nearly ten thousand photos stored and but at least we can view them when we want. 



 
How did you discovered the iphoneography? 
When the iPhone came along I was still shooting with my Canon G10. When the iPhone 3G 
was launched a got one and slowly I started to shoot things on that as well. I was amazed at 
the quality and because it went everywhere with me I began forgetting to take my Canon. I 
was not using any apps to capture or edit my shots until I stumbled across Instagram at the 
end of 2010. Finally I could start filters to replicate my days of shooting on film. It probably 
took two months or so to find my feet but now the Canon stays in the cupboard and almost 
never comes out. 

 
What is your approach of iphoneography: do you take pictures every day? Do you do 
"photo trek" in the city or do you shoot when you have to opportunity? 
I tend to photograph everyday with varying success. I will to have one eye open for a photo 
and the other eye on what I am supposed to be doing. My commute to and from work takes 
me from through the city. Traveling by car or cycling I will often stop and take a few shots. I 
will try to capture more on days when the sunlight is brightest. When its low on a morning I 



love finding areas of high contrast. But now the nights are darker I‟m sure my opportunities 
will diminish. 
Some of my favorite work has come from being in the right place at the right time. Having a 
camera in my pocket at all times helps but it is having your mind switched on to the prospect 
of something happening, helps even more. A lot of my work is opportunistic but I am trying to 
give myself more time to photograph. If I set out and put myself in a situation or location that 
is unfamiliar I find that produces the most rewarding images. 
 

 I’m not interested in trying to recreate what you could do on my Mac 
version of Photoshop but on a mobile.  

I much prefer using the iPhone touch screen.  
I really like trying to produce images  

that have the feel of traditional photo printed work. 

 
How do you work? What apps do you use? Are you fond of processing or do you 
"just" work in black and white? 
I take all my photos in colour initially and then convert to b&w at a later date. I capture with 
„QuickPix‟ mostly for shots of people. This app allows several frames to be shot in bursts and 
gives me choices later. I also love „almost DSLR‟ for capturing architecture and landscapes. 
Both these apps allow separate control over focus and exposure but „almost DSLR‟ has 
produced some stunning low light results for me. 
After capture I convert to b&w in either „Noir‟ or „PS Express‟, depending the subject or my 
mood. Having spent most of my working life using Photoshop on a desktop Mac, I really like 
the alternative editing process, that iOS apps provide. I‟m not interested in trying to recreate 
what you could do on my Mac version of Photoshop but on a mobile. I much prefer using the 
iPhone touch screen. I really like trying to produce images that have the feel of traditional 
photo printed work. 



 
You shoot a lot of landscapes, What does inspire you? What are your favorite subjects 
and what do you want to express with your pics? 
I really wasn‟t aware that I did but yes I do. As a family we spend most weekend in the 
outdoors and I will always capture images as I see them. We don‟t live in the city but on the 
edge and minutes away from rolling hills and woods. The area of England we live in has the 
most rugged but beautiful countryside.  
I do have favorite areas around Leeds to photograph and favorite walls that do crop up 
again. I try to document how people move and are positioned within these spaces. A lot of 
my shots are taken a slight distance from the subject and this gives some scale and 
presence to the overall image. 
Sometimes photography just can‟t do justice to what you see with your eyes but I believe 
there are times when you can add drama to an image during editing or in the way you 
capture the light and transform it into something altogether special. 



 
Did you participate to some event around iphoneography in UK? Did you expose some 
of your work? 
No, I have yet to be invited to exhibit any of my work. I would love the opportunity to see my 
work printed and hung in an exhibition space. The closest I have achieved is to have a shot 
published in a selection of fresh photos on 500px and a couple of shots appear on the 
weekly selection, on the Eyeem blog. 



 
Do you print your photos or are you satisfied by their digital state on screen? 
I do occasionally print images taken on the iPhone. I have the luxury of having access to a 
Durst Lambda photo printer at my place of work. This is a large format, true photographic 
printer that produces prints on real photographic paper. The quality of image from the iPhone 
is very good, even on enlargements. 
It is sometimes a little difficult to gage shadow detail on the iPhone when editing. I find great 
differences when previewing on the iPhone to then viewing them on screen. Ultimately the 
majority of images shot on cameras today never make it to a hard copy print that you can 
hold in your hand. I find this a real shame. I was lucky to be able to visit an exhibition of 
Ansel Adams prints a few years back. There is no way you can experience the detail and 
subtlety of his photography on screen. But I am very aware that I participate in a digital photo 
community that is primarily viewed on either a iPhone screen or computer. 



 
Can you talk about the upcoming AMPt ? What is its goal and who are its members? 
 
The Advanced Mobile Photography team (a.k.a @AMPt on Instagram) is a collective of 
mobile photography enthusiasts whose goal is to promote mobile photography and contribute 
to its growth and development. The team is constituted of 25 founding members and we are 
based all over the world. Individually our work is in a variety of styles and we will each be 
posting exclusive work on the @AMPt feed. 
The team‟s ambition is also to position itself as an information resource for emerging and 
established mobile photographers who want to find information and tutorials, along with 
opportunities to become involved in the group and receive exposure for their work. The team 
does not profess to be experts, although we do understand and promote the sharing of 
knowledge which in the end will benefit the whole mobile photography community. 
We are enthusiasts and seek to push the boundaries of this art form by learning from each 
other and other artists who share our common sentiments. Our shared experiences in mobile 
device photography assist in continuing to inspire, develop and progress this growing art 
form. We are committed to the promotion of unique established and emerging artists. This 
vision is summed up in our motto: “Be. Original.” 
 

When Kodak stopped producing negative film  
the photographic world changed forever.  

In today’s world I can shoot an image at 9 am,  
edit and post it online at 9.05  

and by 9.30 there could potentially 10 million people viewing it. 



 
What could be the future of iphoneography in you opinion? What future do you wish? 
When Kodak stopped producing negative film the photographic world changed forever. In 
today‟s world I can shoot an image at 9 am, edit and post it online at 9.05 and by 9.30 there 
could potentially 10 million people viewing it. 
For me the iPhone and other mobile cameras, along with all the apps that are available, 
really shortens the distance between capturing an image and making it available to view. 
This keeps the energy and emotional levels high. The quality of these cameras is good 
enough now and apps can transform every day images into something special. 
A really good photograph has the ability to engage with its viewer. It makes an emotional 
connection that can be very powerful. Really great photographs are being taken and posted 
every day on the likes of Instagram, Eyeem, Flickr and these are being captured and 
something that lives in your pocket and sometimes makes phone calls. 
I am at the start of an amazing journey with the AMPt project. I am really looking forward to 
engaging with other team members and photographers on Instagram and other photo 
communities. 
 
The members of AMPt are : @mich3zekiel @bindyboo @cirkeline @crina_prida @croyable 
@chikuwa91 @bobbyanwar @bradpuet @eros_sana @nitti80 @grahampreston @hirozzzz 
@skwii @monkone @journeyofnow @joez19 @kungfuroll @k8karsten @lazydra9on 
@mokiandme @nastyduck @refugee_p @rcoleman @toddglee @nickwhite73 
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